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development of a space station, NASA is probably more receptive than
at any previous point in its history to expanded international coopera-
tion. Meanwhile, the Europeans have been engaged in a planning pro-
cess that is to culminate in 1985 in a decision whether to opt for full col-
laboration with the United States or for the development of parallel
autonomous space capability.

Discussion regarding specific space science projects centered on the
difficulties caused by the cutbacks and/or cancellation of some recent
cooperative efforts. In particular, NASA representatives indicated that
the decision to cancel the International Solar Polar Mission (ISPM) was
a difficult one and that the agency was fully aware of the consternation
that this would cause in Europe. In the end, the lack of an internal
NASA science adviser and the realization that cuts would have to be ab-
sorbed somewhere in the NASA budget forced a decision as to which of
the pending international missions could best tolerate the cutback. This
was judged to be ISPM. It was noted that experience in space science
cooperation indicated that the projects most likely to fail are those in
which high-level committees try to lead projects from the top, rather
than ones in which mutual interest on the part of scientists on both sides
causes an idea to be promoted from the grass roots.